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62 Punca cdeL Este Conference 
Developments 


Ov “- - ῦ =, 4. + Joe 5 Pei -- wae εἶν εἰς ΕΝ ΝΜ 
οὐδ many ancicipaced chat the Punta del Este conference 
+ κὶ , ar εἴ ar. Paton | - *. t hd ."- sows wm ow . 
soule ‘be unable to reach agreencnu on significant action against 
t ~ € ta ane «7 ary te * > - . J. -“"- «ΖΞ Ste . ey - 
Castro's Cuba, the maiopicy of edicors ong Congressmen comment- 
» ! f Lae - 
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“Loves were hented down before Scoratary Rueit's TY rapors and quite 

soon after the front pages head suvessed uhat, on the ort uciad reso-. 

LUtLOn, ἃ bit “Yirds τοῦς had onli parely been achieved by those _ 
vine St GASELO. | 
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wiiiarly, the Scripps—-Hoverc. papera declared t 
come “mor prove vo be nowhere near as discouraging as many-—-in--: 
cluding: ourselves—-had reason to Tear iv might be“ This news- 
paper Chain Saw trio Major achievements: tne “divorce” of Cube from 
the other Hemisphere mationss and, the fact thau no ovher OLS 
nation “opposed tne divorce." 
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DORTPPS—HOWARD PAPERS America 
Avlante Consvitutcion. Business Week 
Birmingham News Commontieal 
Dayton Neus Newsweek 
Indzenanolis Star Time 
Kansas City Times 
Los Angeles Times Seas. Hickenlooper (RB-TIovwa) 
Minneapolis Star Humphrey (D-Minn.) 
Newark News Morse (D-Ore.) 
New Orleans Times-Picayune Smathers (D-Fla.) 
New York Times Reps. Albert (D-Okla.) 
Philadelphia Bulletin Evins (D-Tenn.) 
Philadeiphia Tnquirer Fascell (D-Fla,.) 
Sait Lake Tribune Hays (D- Onio) 
Tucson Arizona Star Judd (R-~Minn,) 
Washington Post Kelly (D-N.oYo) 
Washington Star Matthews (D-Fla.) 
Wilmington (Del. ) News Merrow (ΒΝ. ἢ 9} 
Worcester Relesram tlorgan (D-Pa.. ) 
Youngstown Vindicator Rogers (D..Fla,) 
| Selden (DeAla, ) 
Roscoe Drummond Smith (D-~Miss.) 
Wmo Ro Hearst, dr. | 
Gould Lincoln 
Wino So White 
Gritical Comment Most of those who took a primarily critica 
yiew of vhe OAS session are well-known for "hear 
Pnationaliss® ontlooles bu some of those Listed below do not belong 
in thet caterory. | | 
Contrasting Voto asivence poais of secur ing Stringent sénctions 
with the eotal results, orivics deciared the Us. P98. SUL Veied. 8 
failure" (Gor, Rockefeller), 8 “Honiliatine defeat" (Cincinnati 
Bnquirer), or even a "catastrophe" (syndic cated colummist Pueyer 
Waldo). Someshat less Luguprious, che Hew York Mirror saw the Punta 
dei iste ontceme as "not much of δ, victory".."'merely 2 moral, victory’ 


O come to grips with the throat or 


| She Kew York News 1 vented ὃ τ" 
would “begin to vay off. wyle Wilson of Scripys-Howard predicted 
thas Congress would take a Shard look” at this epreed reverse." 

To the Dotreit Free Press, the "gentle alap® administered by the 
OAS wes "more Likely to cencourage® Castro chan to "mn vale him see the 
error® of nis ways. 
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Burlington (Vt,) Free Press George Dixon _ 
Chicago Tribune RoI. Harcmann in L.A. Times 
Cincinnati Endauirer Lyle Wilson | 

δυγολὺ Free Press | Thayer Waldo 
Fort Vorcth Star-Telegram 
Long Island Newsday | Gov. Rockefeller (R-N.¥o) 
Manchester (N.H.) Union Leader | τ 
New York Mirror Seno Capehart (R-Ind.) 
New York News | Reps .Alger (RoTex.) 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Broomfield (R~Mich. ) 
St. Louis Globe-Denocrat Derounien (R-N.Y.) 


Navional Review 


fixed Verdices Another sizable ῥέοι of commentators turned in 
verdicts which mixed criticism and approval of 


Funta del Isste. Both “nationalist” and “internationalist” sources 
are included in the list given belov. 


fo the Milwaukee Journal, it was “unclear” whether the OAS 
session represented a "victory," 2 "defeat." or a “compromise.” 
The Denver Post enbitled its evaluation: "Victory-~Defeat" Accord. 
ing to the Wall Street Journal, Punte del Este was "disappointing, 
but not fruitless.” The San Diego Union saw "the shakiest of 
victories," and the Louisville Courier-Journal characterized the 
conference as "not a great victory.’ 


some in this group stressed that the action taken was "not 
sufficient to nalt the Communist threat" (Charlotte Observer). It 
would be “unfortunate,” concluded the New York Herald Tytbune, "if 
the United States either plumed itself unon the results-.or became 
discouraged about them." ΝΕ | 


Charlotte Observer Nation 
Dalias News 


Denver Post - Sen. Dirksen (R-.T11.) 
Louisville Courier-Journal | | 
Hilwaukee Journal 

New York Herald Tribvne 

New York Journal-American 

(N,¥,) Wall Street Journal 

Richmond Times-Dispatch 

oan Diezo Union | 

Vavertown Times 


—ORETCTAL Usk ONLY 


_.failing to stend against Castro. 
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UeSe Delegation A number of editors and Congressmen commenting 


on Punta del Este prod sed. one s Fynvsuadl skill and 

patience! of Secretary Rusk (Cobo Birmingham “Neus, Newark News, 
HewsTieek , Erwin Canken, Wao Ro Hearst, d¥oy Drew Pearson). The 
Congressional. members or che 2 GOL eravr on also Pew Special praise, 
Φ numrer saying chat Chey were & Sty ong force in denonstreting 
American insistence on Hoetion" aAgsainst Castro. However, a few 
nnacionalists™ charged that the three delegation members especially 

3 the White fous Ω MUfessrs. Goodin, Rostow, and 


sore" policy apaiast Castro (oon. Valter @rohan in 
Yallas News; Human invents 


Τίς Plennine Bone Lead Ane journals were critical ὁ of U.S. planning 
for the Puaca del iste. COnFETCNCE > Wray wasalt 
opposition 6o S@actions seen in advance?” asked the New Tork Herald 
Tribune (similarly, Note Times, Balt. Sua, Phila. Bulletin). “Where 
we would fauilve che Administravion,” declared Hearst's New York | 
J OULRS, -Amevican, fis For Seeking | sanctions when there was no chance 
of getving them, It made us look nade" NP las! in U.S. intelli- 
gence were scen by Doris FPlesson and δ LovisrTille Courier-Journal; 
and vhe latcer thought it would nave been wiser to postnone the 
Conference. | 


Bue Virginia Prevett upbre ided Hew York newspapers for criti 
cising Washington “for ‘holding’ the Punta del Este meeting without 
Heing 100 percent suve of veguits there-~as if we had a choice 
about helding it.” Miss Prewett said that “Washington knows the | 
soory troroly” and chat fF the U.S. nad “softened one inch more" a 


ia i 
number of OAS members "wou id have bolted the gane." 


Bole of Alliance ‘Some mixed_c: COMMENT Was Sees, ὮΣ news reports 
thet Secretary Rusk was using American contri- 


butions throveh tne Alliance for Progress as & "carrot-and-stick" 

to ercourese relucvant OAS members to “take action” against the 

Gastro regime, Warn aooitause for this tactic cane promptly from 

che Seripos-Howard. "aad ‘Hearst _weusnaner chains “(aise “Houston Chronicle, 
Hote New TS, Omens Ὁ World-Herald, Henviis Commercial Appeal, 56. Louis 
Globe-Denoerat). Some held that na All Liance aid should go to nations 


ouch ἃ linking of che 6 Allisace | Wich acvion ageinse Castro was 
reparded as, Guesti orale. ‘by the ‘Baltimore ‘Sen, “and. ΕΟ ΘΟΏΡ ΤΥ, ἃ y den 
‘Lore, “By. che New York ἢ erat. Fribune, Wien saw ‘such a move as 2 
rebura cto the “roou. aause® of our 2 DAS failure in Latin American 
relations. Objections to cutting Alliance funds to countries 
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refraining from strong anti Castro action were registered by tne 
New York Post, Chrigtian Scie onicor, Louisville Courier. 
Journal. and Mrs, Bleanor Rooseveit. When Presidential Adviser 
Chester Bowles voiced similar gonbin Ss ina TV @appesrance, he 
was sharply reprimandes. by Ὁ Gincinnati Enquirer and Virginia 
PYCTETE o | 


oplitcing OAS he public division emozxe OAS members on the reso- 
lucions sdopred ac Punba “del Este “as aeplored by 
some editors who Girvered in their evaluétions of conference success 
(6 οδο Phila, Bulletin, Milwaukee Journal, Omaha World-Herald). To 
“the Memonis Commercial fAnoeal, Castro had not been actually “iso- 
lated." HEV. Wilson (2-Cal.) inserted in the Consressional Record 
the verdict of Tad 55 10 of the New Yori Times: "Punta del Liste 
was hardly worth the drastic spliv.” 


fhe Indianepolis Star, howerer, rejoiced that Secretary Rusk 
had. “tossed overboard the Pear of splices amr the OAS ang. decided tO 
gO ahead.” lun a demand to oust Cuba from che Organizecione aie) 
the St. Louis Globe-Democrat, the split was a “good SHINE i enapling 
us to "know who our friends are.” 


On vhe ocher hand, the Baltimore Sun denied - chat there had 
been a Signisicant split. and some otners doubted there was a “seri-. 
ous division” (Kansas City Times, Ninneepolis. Ster). This issue 
"depends on the rucnre ,” thought the Christian Science Monitor. 


Next Stops furcrner Ὁ OAS moves vo _ prevent Castroisy subpyersion 
For OAs SUCCCERE Here, encourar LAs co sone (eo fo alt SSvees 


JOULRAL, "Roscoe: Drummond); tut Eric Serareid stressed 
the ‘past TARO ape beuce Bnd prinacilicy” of counter—-intelligence 
Sysvuems in Latin America, β 


inact the Scripps-towera press suggested was establishment of 
a Caribbean Treaby Organization fon che pattern of HATO) in which 
.« Would he joined by those Central American and other states 
of the vegion who are willing to undertake commitments to promote 
their mabe Gerense. | | 
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POST.~COHNFERRNCE DEVELOPHENTS 
Some unfavorable opinions oa Punta del Este were modified by 
the subsequent action of Argentina in 1 withdrawing 3 ts ambassador. 
from Havane., and by the position οἵ Brazil and other Latin American 
countries in the debates at the UN, | 
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U.Se policy respecting Cuba was also discussed following 
imposition of the U.S. trade embargo and the OAS action exclud- 
ug Guba from its covnecils. 


Arsentine Action Recall of the Argentine ambassador from} Havens 
was welcomed by many--although some regretted 

whe prominence of Military pressures in the decision. Those dis- 
appointed in the Punta del Este outcome "wailed too soon,” declared 
tae (Tucson) Arizona Star. Vanover point for Uncle Sam” was 
cnalked up by the Kansas City Times because of the Argentine move, 
τῶ action was regarded as a severe "blow to the Reds" by the 
Memphis Commercial Appeat (also Los Angeles Times). Others approv~ 
ing the action were: Worcester Telegram, Birmingham News, Indian 
apolis Star, Philedelphia Bulletin, and Oklahoma City Oklahoman. 

The recall was "a victory of ὃ 
Vput only tne shortsighted WOuld. 4 vie 
yontion of the Avgentine military ( 
Picayune, Portland Oregonian, Μοῦ, 
Cenvury } 2 


κα oS 9" said the Washington Post, 
come the means,” i.e. inter- 
in larly, New Orleans Times- 
+ 


Ο 
1 
© LT 

Til MCS g Wash, Star, Christian 


UN Debate Much. less editorial abvention was given to the debates 
at the, Uaited Nations OS 5 “pus those “COMMS ΤῊΡ; appreciaved 
Ambassador Stevens con's demonst~ration that it was Castro who was the 
agsressor in this hemisphere (Phiia, Inquirer, Dayton News). The’ 
Fort Yorth star—Telegram was among those cheered by the support for 


CLIC Vode posivion by Latin American COUNUTLES y includin nz Brazil. 


The cendency wes to weleome the defeat of the Cuban chat rees 
Beeinst “the UoSos but Wmo “Frye noted that there were 9 aOStENtLLONS , 
including” tndia.. On the Hongolia: resoluvion, the voue of 4S to 37 


V3 

faction, ὮΝ said the St o Louis Post-Dispatch. This paper  goneluded 
that che “invas son blunder remains a basis for Cuba's case. Only 
time end more correct policies can erase thet unfortunate tegacy 
or our Giplomacy ὁ" 


U.S. Embarzo Mehtenine of the U.S. enbargo was all but Ὁ. unanimously 
aonroved i in heavy Ὁ comment, The embargo excepvion re- 
lating vo Locd and medicines for the Cuban people was frequently 
commented o 


several editors felt chat the move would not on] ly reduce the 
Likelihood of subversion by diminishing the dollars available to | 
Cuba, but would “undoubtedly hurt the Gastro repime" (Wash. Post, . 
Portland Oregonian, Eric Sevareid), Many added their view that ~~ 
ΟΝ emoargo would not topple Castro; and the Washington | pLar con~ 
ceded that Castro was “right in saying that it would not prevent 
whe § spread of Castroisn." | 
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A A number expressed the oninion that such a cvight embarso 
hovld “have heen instituted "Tons azo” (Cleveland Plain Dealer, 
irmingsham News, Ἔν St Lo Louis Globe-Vemocrat, Memphis | Commercial 
ppeal, Vatertoun Times, Roscce Drummond). 


hang ἘΠΞ 


After che Punta del Este resolution on economic relations, 
the U.S. move was virtually obligatory, observed the Little Rock 
Gazetve. Several hoped that our action would prove an example to 
other OAS members (Hartford Courant, Dallas News, Jacksonville 
Times-Union) o | 


Sinilar action on the part. of Cavada and. οὐ our ΟἹ cher NATO 
allies was nursed by several editors (Vash. Post, Phila, Inquirer, 
csonville Times—Union, “Dalias “Hews ) ὁ Specific eviticism of 
Canadian policy came from a number (Tampa Tribune, Chicago Tribune, 
Cleveland Plain Dealer, Houston Chronicle, St. Pavl Pioneer Press, 
U.S. News ἃ World Eeport). But the New York News contended that 
Canadats policy had offered Castro less assistance than had our own 
policy; and the Washington Post felt we shouldn't try to “coerce” 
Cana ida Sed | . ΝΕ ' 


‘The Cool" reception by the HATO allies of Mr. Bostow's “appeal* 
for restraints on their trade with Cuba was called disappointing, 
although some felt that the U.S. had pursued mistaken tactics in 
send ing 2 soecial emissary to the Paris HATO session (eopm. Neo Yo: 
Herald Tripune, Wash. Post) o Bub some others agreed with the 
Providence Journal shat the efforts to "curb Castroism" was worth 
the risk of "magnifying divisive feelings" Wichnin NATO C. Yo Mivror) ὁ 

After OAS 5. Gxolusion The actual exclusion of Guba at 8, mid-February 
OAS meeting in Washineston prompted little 
additional comment. "Little practical effect" of the ouster Was 
seen by the St. Louis Post~Dispatehs since Cuba had already heen 
lervgely excluded. | | | 


The Wew York Journal-American remarlied that it was “no coinci-. 
dence” thas the OAS "followed through on expelling Castro at almost 
the same hour” ag Carlos Rodriguez took over Fidel Castro's 
" juiciest jobo" ᾿ : | 


The Punta del Este decisions are being “justified almost daily,” 
deciared the Providence Journal, citing the advance in power of - 
Rodriguez and. Roca. These changes suzrested to the Jovrnal that - 
the "Communist clidue Steering Castro will expose thenselves and. 

nd for all the American states the itiusion ° that Cuba is showing 
the way to healt chy social veforme" 


ORT TOTAL USS ONL | 


ios 
Sa. ἀ ϑξιια 
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some Demand j§§§ Saying there has been "too much optimistic report. 

Further Steps ing of U.S. success at Punta del Este," the Dallas . 
News maintained that the Administration should plan 

much more than “merely symbolic" action, if the progran against 

Castro is “ succeed, Former Vice President Nixon, Speaking on a 

TV program (2/9), similarly declared: "What is needed is a determina. 

tion Castro must fo, and. the ὁ development of of 8 policy to see that it 


happens.” 


Among those who’ were dissavisfied with the failure of the OAS 
to vake HOPe dvastic action at Punta del Este, some continued to 
advocate that the U.S. institute a "naval patrol around Cube" 
(Indiananolis Star) or a “tight sea-air blockade" of Cuba (NoYo 
News). Some others continue to caution against such drastic action 
(@.G0 Detroit News-Times, St. Louis Post-Dispateh) « 


In the weeks following the conference and the imposition of 
che enparzo, there does τοῦ seen to have beea any great increase in 
demands for: nore drastic OAS or U.S. military action against Cuba. 
But among the 8 Minority favoring such steps, stron 1 feelin ng remains 
erident. “Ta the ἢ National Review (March ὍΝ “James Buraham has 
written: "The ousting of Communism from Cuba shovld rate first in 
our operavions priorities....NNo one else will do the job for us: _ 
Gidntt the Latin American countries tell us that ac Punta del Este? 
and our NATO allies when 7 chey Geclined to join the boy οοῦ | Our 
own central power has got to be brought to bear directly tnis times 
preferably~—and it would be more humane θολὰ a concentration so 
massive that prolonged resistance would be ouc of the quest LOM" 


P/P0S:HSFoster:en 
March 23, 1962 
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